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THIS IS THE STORY OF LAFAVETTE BAKER, THE FIRST AMERICAN SECRET SERVICE 
AGENT..../7 OPENS IN NEW YORK CITY /N /86/, JUST AFTER.THE DECLARATION G 
WAR... BAKER, 30 YEARS OLD, /S AT WORK AT +//S JOB IN AN OFFICE WHEN A 
REGIMENT OF TROOPS MARCH 8BY...... 













i WISh —_— GOING ALONG WITH THE 


NO, IT'S GOING TO BE A 40WG WAR IM 
TROOPS 


GOING TO MWASH/NGTON 
ANO SEE WHAT 
1CAN Do/ 




















THEY DON'T NEED YOURAELFP 
, LAFE/ THIS WAR 
WON'T LAST 
LONG 4 
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1S (T TRUE THAT THE REBELS ARE ONLY 20 MILES 


YEP! OUR BOYS ARE 


ON THEIR WAY TO MEET THEM ) (i 7 


h RIGHT THIS MINUTE 


ON YOUR WAY TO HELP 
OLO HONEST 


WASHINGTON [ame 
0.6. / mg 





LAFE BAKER! WHAT'RE YOU 
DOING DOWN AERE, 

BOY ? rep INTO THIS WAR, SIR. 
I'M WILLING TO DO AWY7AING. 


HMM/.NO@U'D BETTER COME WITH 
ME AND SEE GENERAL SCOTT.“ ,—4 
ABELL PIX OU UP/ 


FROM HERE 7” 


wane GAS BATA TUN AG te Lee iti, 


HUN: 


one eS 
iis 


ean © 


lets i 
~ ae 


V7 


TWO (OURS LATER.../N THE OFFICES OF Gi 
WINFIELD SCOTT, CHEF OF STAFF..... 


GLAD TO KNOW |IMHONOREO, | WELL, ILL 
You, MR BAKER!) sin/ LEAVE YOu 





SEE YOU LATE! 
LAFE... 


Mealy", 
<3 


- 








GO YOURE WILLING TO SPY ON THE ENEMY | [VERY WELL, YOUNG MAN! THE 4NEMY'S HEAD- 
FOR US, EH 7. YOU REALIZE SIR. THE DANGERS] | QUARTERS ARE IN RICHMOND 4 WE WANT 
INVOLVED... AND THAT CAPTURED SPIES TO KNOW HOW MANY TROOPS ARE AVAIL? 
SOON FACE A ABLE IN RICHMOND ‘WE ALSO WANT TO 
FIRING SQUAD?) YES SIR, 1 DO... BUT KNOW WHERE THE BLACK HORSE 
aot | DON'T INTENO TO BE | | CAVALRY REG/MENT 'S / ti 
CAUGHT, SIR...AND IF I i 
DO IT WON'T 
MATTER’ 














THE SEST O/SGUISE \S THE MOST 
OBVIOUS ONE /EITHER | GET TAKEN 
FOR A SPY AND SHOT OUTOF HAND 
OR THEY'LL TAKE ME FORA FOOL 
iii. wea FOR COMING INTO THE 
GENERAL’ M4. a peo pe 

BE BACKS: 


YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN NOW/ | CAN'T 
HELP YOU \F YOU GET CAUGHT / 
GOOD LUCK TO YOU, YOUNG 

MAN! 





ENEMY LINES 
SOUTH OF 
WASHINGTON.| 
A SHORT |i 
TIME LATER 
HE CAME 

|| UPON THE , 
UNION ARMIES 
LINES... 
































EuL, 


MVE YOU BSay/THERE'S A \GOOD/DEA/ | \HEY/FELLOW/ NOU 
MEN..''LL Bovo70GRAPHER!/]/ WANT TO SEND |.WITH THE CAMERA/ 








OU LATERELETIS HAVE OUR [ ONE HOME” 
FE... a PICTURES 


é Lb | TAKEN / - 2 e ‘ 


-~ 


c’'mMerRE / 








WOO 1T (. GOT OH...ER...NOT UNTIL TO-monaow! 
ITs... THANK YOU, DEVELOP FHE PLATES UNTIL 
GENTLEMEN” AFTER QARA/..\'LL GEE 


WHEW T THAT WAS A CLOSE SHAVE: JUST A MINUTE STRANGER/..COME ALONG 
GOOD THING THEY DION'T KNOW / ood | PEACEFUL LIKE OR I'LL PUTA HOLE THROUGHE 
MAD NO MATES IN MY YE.. GIT MOVIN'//.... 


ME WAS IN TH SHRUBS, SIR TRYIN TO 
SNEAK AAST OUR 
SENTRY LINE! 





WELL |'M GOING TO LET GENERAL 
SCOTT HIMSELF ATTEND TO Av7At/ TAKE 
HIM AWAY 
corpora. / 





E NEXT DAY...-. Yel THIS MANWAS CAUGHT | | BEFORE YOU SAY AWYTHING SIR, |VE LEARIV= 
ENEAKING PAST OUR LINES, SIR’... GEN. | |£2 THAT SPYING (ST EASY....BUT WITHYOUR 
; HEINTZELMAN LEAVES | |PERMISSION SIR, I'D LIKE TO TRY AGAIN! 
HIS PUNISHMENT TO 

you, sir / WELL... | THINK YOU'VE 
LEARNED AN /MPORTANT 

LESSONS. ALL RIGHT 














\aare 


a AKING A WIDE DETOUR IT's 'BOUT 200 YARDS TO DE 


ALONG BLOONS THE POTOMAC AND nt ROAD, BOSS/GUESS | BETTER 
THROUGMEHS7 THE UNION LINES , 


BAKER TALKED AN’ OLD ee /) AW RIGHT/ HERE'S 
7... BVEGRO INTO FERRY/NG ba, % YOUR MONEY AND 
IM ACROSS TO THE Vis THANKS / 
FONFEDERATE S/DE.-- : 























GOSH4..IVE BEEN WALKING Foe TBR | JUST A MINUTE, SUH/..\WHEAH ARE YOU GOIN’ Z.,, 
PIPL OURS AND NOT ONE OF THESE == EM | MAY AH SEE YOUAH CREDENTIALS, 
4 REBELS HAS STOPPED det | SUH” 


YW ME YET/ IF 1 CAN 





MY NAME 
\S MUNSON, 20h..1M ON MY WAY / 
Pa HOME TO KNOXVILLE 


GP rey, ON SET TO, 
Yj : y / RICHMOND: 
/ 7 y , eo 


~ 























NO PAPERS, SUH 1"... THEN YOU'RE UNDER) |LATER.... 
ARREST !.. \'\A TAKIN! YOU — es 
TO Gé: a Gow. } 

p Brn se Sur / 1 DON'T KNOW 

. WHY YOU-AZLL ARE 
ABOTHERIN' WITH ME / 








BUT GENERAL, 6Un/ I'M NO SF ANDO IN J 


iM S4M MUNSON, OF ANOXVILLE, ANOMLZONES 
HERE ARE MY LETTERS TO 


PROVE iT/ 











WE MAY BE #€B£LS,SUH, BUT WE'RE 
NOT F00¢S 4... JEUT. STUART, TAKE 
SPY TO RICHMOND UNDER GUARD: 
PUT HIM IN THE C/TY PRISON UNTIL 
HAVE TMG TO DEAL 

WITH RIM: 


> Gal 


es 











TWO DAYS LATER /N RICHMOND,WHERE HE 
SECRETLY HOPED TO GO... BUT UNDER 


QUFER 
CIRCUMSTANCE S...BAKER IS MARCHED 
70 JAIL...... [ 





LNT 
OFF 





























ANDO IN JAIL HE STAYED..../N A FILTAY, VERMIN INFESTED HOLE SHARING WITH OTHER UNION 
PRISONERS OF WAR THE FOO? TH Mi 





ey AND DIRT... A WEEK LATER... 


TH WELFARE LAD/ES....THEY BRING US FOOD 
ONCE IN AWHILE...1T'S TH! ONLY 
[T DECENT EATS WE 
= ort’ 


EAH YO'ALL ARE, GENTLEMEN...AH GOT| | LISTEN...MAYBE |) HMMM... THIS DOESN'T RING 
OME SAUSAGES AN... O47-.YOUAH A AH CAN HE'P TRUE/UJILL BET ITISA 
EWCOMER HERE, AH'NT YOU? YOUAH Yous. AH MAY FEDERATE TRICK... BETTER 
NOT A SOLDIER... WHY BE ABLE TUH OUTSMART THIS 
HE'P YoU SMARTIES 
THEY SAY IMA ESCAPE / 
SPY, MAM / 


Se} 
6) 
naiebe 


= 
a 
« ane 


ay? 


OF HERE HONESTLY OR 


HANK YOU, MAM..THAT'S RIGHT KIND OF 
OU/..BUT AH DON’T WANT 70 ESCAPE. - 
AH'M W/O SPY’ 'N! IF AH TRIED TO ESCAPE 
THEY'D THINK AH WAS 
ASPY FOR SURE! 
WHA?! .OH/ 
on 4 


BAKER'S HUNCH WAS CORRECT...THE WOMAN 
WAS BELLE BOYD, ACE CONFEDERATE AGENT, 
WHO MAS TRYING TO TRAP PIMA 004. 








...4ND $O TWO 
DAY'S LATER LAFE 
BAKER WAS CALLED 


BAKER 1S TAKEN TO JEFFERSON PRESIDENT OF Tre CONFELER 





FRPOM HIS CELL 
AND BUNDLED INTO 
A GUARDED COVER- 
ED WAGON AND 
HURRIED TOAN 
MIP OSING MANSION 
INTHE CENTER OF 
TOWN .,.TOTHE 
HEADQUARTERS 
OF JEFFERSON 
DAVIS, PRESIDENT 
OF THE CON— 
FEOERACY...-. 











THANK You mR. = 
PRESIDENT, SUH / 




















you SAY. YOU'RE FROM AWOXW/LLE, 
MUNSON! WHAT WERE YOu WHY, SUH, 


eaten ade we aie IVE BEEN IN 
= CALIFORNIA FOR 
SEVEN YEARS AND | WAS ON 
MY WAY BACK HOME / 
































IM EXPECTING A FRIEND } KNOXVILLE 19 & 
FROM KNOXVILLE IN A 
LITTLE WHILE / IF 

HE VOUCHES FOR 
YOU, YOUR TROUBLES 
WILL BE OVER / + 


:— A 


LARGE TOWN, Su 
AND AH'VE BEEN 
GONE A LONG 

TIME....\ MAN 
NOT AWOW 
THE GENTLEMAN / 


f 


'M SAA 
TION 
SIGHT Y 

















BEGGING YOUR PARDON SIR, BUT THERE'S 
GENTLEMAN TO SEE YOu / HERE'S HIS 








7 
SEND HIM IN/ CARD, SIR / 





\S TH/S THE MAN FROM 
KNOXVILLE 7/..1F IT1S ‘ 
WHAT'S HIS FULL NAME“ 
|'VE GOT TO GUESS...\'VE 
GOT TO STAKE MY LIFE %& 
OWA CHANCE GUESS !!. 























PERE 9 TRE GENTLEMAN TO SEE You 


MR PRESIDENT! 
9 16 7 Ermer | \NE PRESIDENT 


ONVINCE THIS MAN HE. == 


WEY, MR BROCK 
IM SURE GLAD To 








WIEDER 













































EISA 
WN, sun 
— BEEN 


MAN/AK HAVEN'T SEEN YOU GINCE AH 
LEFT FOR C4L/FORWA4A 4. YOU HAVEN'T 
CHANGED A BIT... THO' AM S'POSE 
AH HAVE..BUT YOU REMEMBER. 
ME, DON'T vroufl ' 






ER.. AAP... 
WHY... A ...GULPLC7 


















LONG 


'M SAM MUNSON! WE MET AT TH'COTTON ) 


DON'T APOLOG/ZE, MR BROCK BUr.. 





MAY FON \N KNOXVILLE 
KNOW , EIGHT YEAHS AGOY 
LEMAN/ 






FIRST...ANr.... 





IT WOULD BE HARD FOR HIS OWWW 


WE DID 77. AK MEAN.. YES) MAMMY 7O RECOGNIZE \\M \N 
WE 01D./..%..YOU'LL HAVE 
TO FO'SIVE ME, SUH FOR | BEARD...SPECIALLY AFTER 4QW/7 
NOT MEMEMBERIN' AX 


THOSE CLOTHES AND WITH 7AHAT 


YEAHS! THANK 
YOU FOR you 














L RIGHT, MUNSON, I'M GOING TO LE7 you 
BO ON AMROLE/ BUT YOU MUST REPORT 
eas. wou EVERYDAY TO CAPT. 


“/ 
R. PRESIDENT/ VL EYRNES: 
fi CO THAT / 

























mas Man wee So 
U fal | ME 
AY SES fan y 
TELL HIM AA NEV, 
WAS AT A KNOXVILLE 
COTTON AUCTION”... 












' Sagerg ma iN. 2 

LL» gee 
ast iil) 
A Mul 


WAS 





TH NEXT DAY:..\ xn// wraee REE IN 
RICHMOND...CAPITAL OF TH’ CONFEDERACY/,, 
NOW TO PICK UP THE MILITARY IN FORMATION 
THAT GENERAL SCOTT WANTS / 



























NOT A TRACE f... WELL DONT STAND] [A “EW HOURS LATER..... om 
THERE /.. END OUT WORD TO fall l 
OH!) REBELS””...) BE 
CAPTURE HIM, DEAD OR + Ee ae 
Pury w 
ALIVE /HE'SASPYS 


FOR ALMOST A 
MONTH LAFAYETTE 
BAKER GLEANS 
IMPORTANT MiL/~ 
TARY INFORMATION 
CAREFULLY MEM —- 
ORIZING EVERY 
DETAIL .... FINALLY, 
HIS WORK DONE, 
HE LEAVES. FOR 
THE NORTH AND 
IN THE OFFICE OF 
CAPTAIN DEAN AN 
ORDERLY MAKES 
HIS REPORTinss. 




















WAIT A MINUTE / LET ME 
JAB MY SWORD \NTO THIS 
HAYSTACK ONCE MORE AND 

IF IT COMES OUT DRY, 

WE'LL. GO / 














YOU GOT TO ADMIT IT, HE SURE 1S A 
SLICK ONE / 





iP \\' 4 
» 
PAN 


/IMAGINE/ HE FOOLED WHS. .\Nt 
OLD VEFF DAV/S My aeth 
HISSELF/ foal 
STENS. 

 ORDE 


























D IT'S ONLY GOT ONE OAR...BUT | 
THINK J'LL BE 
ABLE TO USE |} 
ir! 


= ee EE 


ged " 
Fee nee tte 


ee ea cD ay 
» tn att are ones. ‘< 
ee 
: Re. BE is 


-»- WHAT D'YOU MEANS... FOOL 
mm THEM JUST AS 


? / 
DWHEDERATE spy! EASY UH 2 


ISTENZ..\'L TELL YOU 


DING BY DAY AND TRAVELING ONLY BY NIGHT, BAKER AT LAST REACHES THE 


EBAANAS OF JHE POTOMAC AGAIN AND THE SAFETY THAT LIES ON THE OPPOSITE SHORE. 





NEVER MINO THAT SKIFF, YANK. YOU WON'T / 
BE USING IT / 
' Od ER...1 SURE 
AM GLAD TO SEE YOU-ALL | 
TOOK ME FOR & YANK! | 


HOPE | FOOL THEM ON THE 
OTHER SIDE JUST A 


NOW TO: 00. : “a IVE GOT TO GET OUT 
SETTLE...Nou! & OF HERE BEFORE 

: THOSE TWO COME 

a TO! gee 


sTor./. on Noe 


FIRES 


)M MAKIN! SOME HEADWAY BUT..- 
WHA....?U.... GOOD GRIEF L, TAEX 








DADDLING WITHA HIS HANDS, BAKER ESCAPES TOTHE OTHER SIDE OF THE £e 





you!co 
*K HERE 

















AS DARKNESS FALLS, THE SMALL BOAT 
SEACHED.... BAKER WALLOWS THROUGH 
THE MUD RIVER BANK..... 


sw N 


WOT Dee ROD RUOIE ENO 


| 7 
uF 4 
‘ ‘, «i 

a Te 
Hy 


J..-1...CANN'T..GO..ON...IIM.... 


'M.... GOING TO.. PASS. 
OUT..-OGOHH.... 





...AND $O.... THE NEXT MORNING....? 
HE CAN'T BE DEAD/ HE'S STILL } 
BREATHIN'/ 

GUESS HE RUN AWAY 


FROM THE JOHNNY ] 
REBS!/ COME ON / 

















RESCUED BY THE SOLDIERS, BAKER 
IAKENS THE NEXT OAY INA UNION +}/0S - 


BT Ab === T Now YOU JUST LIE STILL /NOUNE 
GOT MALAR/A POWERFUL 
"19 | 





HERE AM 


M 
a BAD 





JUST ABOUT | 
GIVEN You uP! 














GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT 
THAT LAFAYETTE 
Y BAKER WOULD LIKE 


SURE Wily 
SON / 











LEAVING 11/5 (/MPORTANT TASKS OF OFFICE, GENERAL SCOTT SAW BAKER AT ONCE 
AND LEARNED THE INFORMATION HE WANTED....ORDERING THE BEST OF CARE FOR £ 
SCOTT VISITED HIM EVERY DAY UNTIL ONE DAY TWO WEEKS LATER....... 


LC MY GOODNESSE.WHY ALLTHIS FUSS 
PRETTYING NEUP!. 

YOU'RETO HAVE A VERY | wayarls yp? THE HONOR, MR BAKER, 

SPECIAL WBITOR TODAY, 1S MINE”... 


MR BAKER / 


Gaal THE INFORMATION YOU 
BROUGHT BACK SAVED THE 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
MR BAKER... WE NEED A 
SECRET SERVICE VERY 
BADLY, WE WANT YOU TO HEAD IM AT 
JT! Wie, You 77’ YOUR SERVICE, 
MR. PRESIDENT/ 
THANK YOu sir’ 


FINE, GENERAL BAKER/ OH, | FORGOT TO 
TELL YOuU...| SENT THROUGH A COMM/SS~ 
JON AS BRIGADIER GENERAL FOR YOU 
YESTERDAY / GOOD Day, SiR 
WANT YOU TO KNOW 
THE UNION \S 
GRATEFUL // 


AND THATS THE TRUE STORY OF SECRET 
SERVICE AGENT NO 1/....LAFAVYETTE GAKER. 





AND F 


ICH LE 





FIRST TO FALL BEFORE THE BLAZING 
GUNS OF THIS DESPERADO, WHOSE 

GARGANTUAN FRAME AND FABULOUS 
CRIMINAL, EXPLOITS ARE NOW LEGEND 


IN THE VIRGINIA HILLS, WAS A 
SSiIPP\ 


AND FROM THERE KINNIE WAGNER'S PATH WAS ONE OF VIOLENCE AND MURDER 
HICH LED THROUGH TENNESSEE AND ARKANSAS AND BACK AGAIN TO VIRGINIA.... 





EARLY | 





KINNIE WAGNER 








WAS BORN ON 





KINNIE THIS IS YOUR NEW KINNIE WAS*® A GREAT LOVER -y bs 4 
Maw! OF HORSES AND NO MATTE coi 
SHE AIN'T MY HOW WILD A HORGE WAS HEEVoU'RE 
MAW | DON'T WOULD TRY TO RIDE rr....- 
LIKE HERA 
BUT | 


FEBRUARY |8, 903 
AT GATE CrTy, 
VA....WHEN HE 
WAS SIX YEARS 
OLO HIS MOTHER 
DIED AND WHEN 
Hi FATHER 
REMARRIED 
SHORTLY AFTER- 
WARD KINNIE'S 
TROUBLE BEGAN... 


'LU.. Teaew You TO 
STAY OFF THAT 
HORSE / 

















‘TON ANOTHER OCCASION  HERANOUTOF THE HOUSE 
IN A BLIND FIT OF RAGE ANO OELIBERATELY 























STEPPED ON A BiG SNAKE TO ‘GET EVEN’..... sm 
LL SHOW HER SHE - - 
CAN'T HA/P ME Z , THIN A 
ECAME 
- “se UN THA 
TRICK 
~~ oo 
ae ~ 
Ys i e. 
4 a 
° ¢ " 
F i A oH ES - ¢ 
f se Pa 
kd ee Sebe ee SE ls peas 














WHEN HEWAS ELEVEN 
YEARS OLD AND HAD 
FINISMED HIS FOURTH 
GRADE IN SCHOOL HE 
HAD A PIGHT WITH 

HIS HALF BROTHER 
ANDO DECIDED TO 
RUN AWAY FROM 












FOR & FEW YEARS KINNIE WORKED. ON 
FARM, THEN ME GOT A- JOB AS A RUR 
MAIL CARRIER... BUT EVEN AS HE WA 


REALLY WANTED TO DO....KINNIE 
WANTED TO JOIN A CIRCUS...... 





BIG 3 RING 


CIRey; 


GREATEST ST 
STUPE 3S 





































DOING ‘THIS KINNIE KNEW WHAT HE . 





a 
GIRLY 
A ILD WEST~— 5 . 
om = = te 
ze 























AFTER THREE YEARS WITH THE CIRCUS HE 


























EARLY IN 1420 AT CLINCH PORT, 
A. VINNIE JOINED THE CIRCUS 
MATTERS STABOUT.... 
WAS MEBvoU'RE KINDA YOUNG FOR THE 
Tsaswz CIRCUS  SONNIE/ 
’ / 
UT IM STR 
ou TS BUT I|IM STRONG 
THAT = 
a, : 
Es ak 
ast / 
~ f 
\ 
be 
ITHIN A SHORT TIME KINNITE 
ECAME SO EXPERT WITH ASIX 
UN THAT HE WAS BILLED AS 
TRICK SHOT ARTIST..... 
, 
/ 
. | 
4 SF st, 47 
—_ Sar — NS, 
. 
a1, ® \ 
f ite 
e 4 “s 
. 
RKED ON | 
SA RUR 
S HE WA . 
‘AT HE . A) 
ANNIE ors 
Ta 
j e 
Sm. 
: ~ 
ST F bike 
; 2 
s ie - aad 
— 1. ae 


























KINNIE WAGNER WAS A'!NATURAL’ 
WITH GUNS AND HIS MOST DARING 
TRICK WAS SHOOTING THE BUTTONS| 
OFF A MAN'S VEST.--.-- 











LOOK AT > sana BOY 


y \D SURE HATE 
TO SHOOT IT OUT 
WITH A/WA/E 


f 
—, 
=A 


Z/ 
f 
/ 
y} 
y) 
4 
; 


/ 
Uj 
U 
¢ 
hl 
, 
‘ 
‘ 
, 
’ 


j 


























HE SOON LEFT THE CIRCUB...BUT TOOK 
ALONG HIS GUNS..... 





GOOD BYE, OLD Hoss, |'M SURE 
GOIN’ TO MISS You / 























SHORTLY THEREAFTER KINNIE TOOK & 
JOB AT A SAW MILL NEAR LUCEDALE, §KINNIE W 
MISSISSIPPI.... HIS REAL 
P pe DEBUT OF 
THAT JOB AT THE SAW MILL i: ING OF C 
1S JUST A COVER UP FOR | -gamnie DAY, 1924 
RUNNING BOOZE! __--PEASIN Its 





WAS LIV! 
MeLAIN 
WAS SUI 


-* 


1 7 
VA 








KINNIE WAGNER HAD HIS FIRST BRUSH 
WITH THE LAW AT THIS TIME OVER A 
WICH, WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN TO 

HIM BY A FRIEND....WALKING ALONG 
THE STATE HIGHWAY, HE WAS STOP— 
PED AND SEARCHED BY SHERIFF W. 
J. TURNER WHO FOUND THE WATCH 
ON HIS PERSON AND ACCUSED KINNIE 
OF STEALING IT 


eee 
me 


CUTTING HIS WAY THROUGH THE BARG 
WITH A HACK SAW BLADE SLIPPED Td 
HIM BY A FRIEND...HE WALKED OUT 
OF JAIL TO A CAREER OF VIOLENCE @7 

AS BLOODY AS ANY IN THE ANNALS Bikes 
OF CRIME 


D 


~ 








SHERIFF, 'M TELLIN' YOU A FRIEWO 








GAVE ME THiS 
YOU EXPECT ME WATCH // 


TO BELIEVE 
THAT, KINNIE 7! 


¥ 



































mt ‘COME OUT OF THERE WITH YOUR AsMwoe 
OOK AE NIE WAGNER MADE | eal U2, WAGNER ! WENE GOT YOU | i= 
HIS REAL CRIMINAL Rome SURROUNDED AND NOW HAVEN'T 
DEBUT ON THE MORN- ote. GOT A cmance’ 
ING OF CHRIS6TMAS 
BEDAY, 924, WHEN THE 
CABIN IN WHICH HE 


Teall 


MeLAIN, MISSISSIPPI, 
WAS SURROUNDED 








GAL... THEY AICKED NE IN THE DESPITE HIS WOUNDS WAGNER ELUOED 
/ GOTTA...KEEP....GOIN'/ OF THE SHERIFF'S POSSE AND, BUYING A 
: HORSE MADE HIS Way TO SOUTHWEST 
VIRGINIA WHERE HE HID OUT FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS 








LATE IN THE 
AFTERNOON OF 
APRIL 13,1925, 
KINNIE WAGNER 
AND ONE OTHER 
MAN WERE HID- 
ING IN AN UNDERS 
FASS IN THE 
BANKS OF THE 


HOLSTON RIVER — OUR WAY OUT, 


NEAR OLD KINGS- Ls KINNIES 
fT it won't 


PORT, TENNESSEE 
WHEN THEY 
WERE SURPRISED 
BY THE APPROACH 
OF FIVE OFFICERS, 
ALL HEAVILY 
ARMED..... 














IN THE RUNNING GUN FIGHT Wei 
FOLLOWED A DEPUTY SHERIFF ANOE THAT EV 
A POLICEMAN WERE SHOT TO 

DEATH AND ONE OFFICER SUF! 

ED A CHEST WOUND WHICH LA 

LED TO HIS DEATH..... 


























BUT ONCE AGAIN WAGNER MANAGED TO ESCAPE 


MEANWHILE AT THE SHERIFF'S OFFIC 





AND GETTING AHORSE THIS TIME AT THE 





POINT OF A GUN, HE GALLOPED WILDLY 
OFF IN THE DIRECTION OF OLD KINGSPORT.... 





HE STOLE MY HORSE/. 
THAT MAN JUST 
STOLE MY HORSE: 























DEPUTIZE EVERY MAN WHO CAN 
A GUN! WEVE GOT TO 
GET AONE. , MIDONIG 
WAGNER! UMBLEt 
AYCROE 


PAIN'T G 
JUST.. 
AND 
TOV 


we SD 
Ue 
vi 
> 
“ ry 
eG) ) 




















SEARCH FLYERY /NCAY OF THOSE 
WOODS, MEN/...KINNIE 
WAGNER MUST NOT 
GET away / 


T.. THEN'RE CLOSINZ..IN...ON ME/... MUST...MUST 
BEA HUNDRED OF 'EN...GOTTA GET...OUTA. .HERE.. 
T.. THEY... .THEY AIN'T WEVER SSONNA..CET... Me 7, 


MIDNIGHT, WAGNER, NEAR EXHAUSTION, 
STUMBLED INTO A FARMHOUSE NEAR 


} AIN'T GOIN!...10--.AURT YOU, MA'AM....- 
JUST...WANT.... &...4 PENCIL 
ANDO SOME PAPER | WANT 
TO WRITE MY SISTER / 











SURRENDER TO THE LAW, KINNIE, 

Meee ANO SAVE YOUR SOuL. / 
b-) nny | 
Sf Ee Bee Nae . KINNIE ' 
; fe; oes WENT O 
gy ee ‘ I FOR HIS 
Si | BLOUNT 
110 O'CLO 
MORNIN 
21,1925, | 
WITH THE 
OF FOL) 
JOHN s 
KINGS 








/ 











(_ YEH....1 GUESS YOU'RE RIGHT, MiS' RHODES.....|VE DONE 4WOUGH 
AILLIN GE \\\ GOIN' TO SNE THE LAR 
WELL YOU COME ALONG WITH MYSELF UP... BUT WOT TO “BSEMBLE! 
ME TO OES GENERAL STORE ANY OFFICER OF THE SEAT OF 
THEN... THEY EL KNOW WHU'T 7 MED THE 
TUH DO WITH You / anne 


IT SURE . 
FOR KIN 

















TWO HOURS LATER... }— 

WELL DON'T JUST S74ND THERE WITH 
YER JAW HANGIN! OPEN CLEM LODGED IN THE JAIL AT BLOUNTVILLE 
ARREST KINMIE|..AES SININ TENNESSEE INDICTMENTS FOR MURDER 
HISSELF UP / AND FELONIOUS ASSAULT WERE BROUG 


























AGAINST HIM 


DEAR SISTER MY TRIAL HAS : 
BEEN SET FOR APRIL yey THAT'S N 
= A 








DUT ON OT 


a/ 














...-THIS COURT NOW IN SESSION.... 
STATE OF TENNESSEE VERSUS 
KINNIE WAGNER 7 


KINNIE WAGNER 
WENT ON TRIAL 
FOR HISLIFE AT 

| SLOUNTVILLE, AT 
110 O'CLOCK IN THE 
I MORNING) APRIL 
21,1925, CHARGED 
WITH THE MURDER 
OF POLICEMAN 
JOHN SMITH, 
KINGSPORT, 
TENNESSEE .... 











THE LARGEST CROWD EVER AS— IN THE MIOST OF THE BATTLE FOR HIS UFE, 
“BSEMBLED IN THE LITTLE COUNTY] | THIS KILLER REMAINED COMPOSEO AND EVEN 
SEAT OF SULLIVAN COUNTY JAM=| | LAUGHED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 


; : MAW! MAW!HAW! T'S & LAUGH 
ag WHEN YOU LAWYER'S ARGUE/ 
IT SURE £00KS BAD f 


FOR KINNIE / 
WAGNER / 


MED THE COURTHOUSE ..... 






































VILLE 
, MURDE} 








PUT ON OTHER OCCASIONS AROSE IN A FURY. 


THAT'S NOT SO! | SHOT THOSE OFFICERS 
AFTER THEY SHOT AT ME 
FIRST....IT WAS SLE 
DEFENSE! 

























































































































































THE JURY REMAINED OUT FOR 13 HOURS AND AFTER A GREAT DEAL OF HEATED 
ARGUMENT, THEY FINALLY ARRIVED AT A DECISION..... 
BUT KINNIE SAY 747@Y SHOT } MAKES NO DIFFERENCE /.. r\2 acree/ HE, N JULY | 
—7 HIM FIRST M7 : A MURDERER! [SHOULD DIE. J ie al 
aR ay AMS ee oc. y HER PR 
nas $ eae ip ait ERE INA 
tet Rage \ E SECO) 
AHHH.. 
AHHH HE'S beges 
P E JAILS 
ay Land if 0S Al 
es ay noe Mane wn INGING 
, EM2™M 
— E ROAL 
i ey 
AY 
a THE J 
, ' mpX OTHER 
WE FIND THE DEFENDENT, KINNIE KINNIE WAGNER...YOU ARE SENTENCED 
WAGNER , GUILTY OF MURDER ,_ TO DIE IN THE ELECTRIC CHAIR.... MAY 
IN THE FIRST HEAVEN HAVE M 
DEGREE” ran! ON YOUR 
sour /.... 
oe 
‘ 
a 
a? 
AND SO....KINNIE WAS REMANDED INTO THE 
CUSTODY OF THE SHERIFF TO AWAIT HIS 
EXECUTION.....--f 7 oan : a 
FZ se ts i é 
i : ie 
Wiot 
ra 
tT Lhe J \4 
Ie 5 i ; 
| ¢ "a ‘a ve : 
I*k > 
== 
- alli 4 
; al l a rt DT 
| k| ...BUT KINNIE WAGNER WAS NOT THROUGH YET. 









































STED 


HE 


ENCED 
eee MAY. 
‘EM 


3H VET. 





ALL RIGHT, MEN...... 


N JULY 10, 1925, 
NNIE AND Six 
HER PRISONERS 
ERE IN A CAGE ON 
— SECOND FLOOR 
THE JAIL WHEN 
E JAILOR AND TWO 

0S APPEARED, 
INGING WITH 
EM 2 MEN FROM 
E ROAD GANG.... 


' 








§ ‘ _ ty 





STEP BACK FROM THE 
DOOR AND LET THESE 






















THE JAILOR OPENED THE DOOR KINNIE ANDO THE Fy 








THE GUNS/ Ger 








OTHER MEN RUSHED OUT..... ie 


ca 
Pa 


—T 
a 





er 











y 


TRIES TO STOP US.... 
= SNooT 4M 
DOWN! 





. 
bn 





THOSE GUNS./ 
Sree 
He 
€ 
$4 
oe “neu 4 Pe /. eZ 
ie Xx 
v KB 














TEN HOURS LATER... 


NOT A TRACE.../.. NOT ONE 7) 
OF ANY OF 'EM....WELL....REST UP 
A BIT, MEN 'N' WE'LL TRY AGAIN/.... 
'LL SEND OUT THE ALARM 
TOTH NEIGHBORIN' 
STATES / 


















THE SENTENCE OF THIS COURT WAS NEVER! | BUT KINNIE FOUND LIFE TRESOME IN 
TO BE CARRIED OUT FOR AFTER HIS MEXICO, AND A SPORT TIME LATER 
ESCAPE, KINNIE HEADED SOUTH AND, HE WAS BACK IN THE U.S. WORKING 
SWAM ACROSS THE RIO GRANDE TO AT A SAWMILL NEAR TEXARKANA, 
MEXICO...... ARKANSAS AND LIVING WITH SAM 

re aecpeon ; BARBER AND HIS TWO BROTHERS an 





LIFE IN 


MIS’ KARPER, | JUST AMLED TWO OF 
STRANGELY THE BARBER BOYS AND ! WANT 
ENOUGH, KINNIE TO SURRENDER TO 
MADE NO EFFORT YOU 4 
TO ESCAPE..... 
INSTEAD, HE 
WENT TO THE 
OFFICE OF 
LILLIE KARPER, 
AWOMAN SHERIFF 
OF TEXARKAN A 
AND GAVE 
MIMSELF UP.... 








ME IN OKAY MIS! LiL... HERE YE BE Bove /. 


LATER WE'LL TAKE 'IM AKINNIE WAGNER 
ORKING / MISSELF. 

UK ANAY| : 

es SAM 

\TRERSIB BUT..--.--.- 





WAGNER WAS NEVER TRIED 
FOR THE MURDER OF THE 
BARBER BOYS NOR WAS 
HE RETURNED TO BLOUNT 
ae VILLE TENNESSEE TO PAY 
THE DEATH PENALTY FOR 
THE KILLING OF THE 
POLICE OFFICERS 
INSTEAD HE WAIVED EXTRA- 
DITION AND WAS TAKEN 
BACK TO MISSISSIPF! TO 
STAND TRIAL. THERE .... 

















BEVERAL WEEKS LATER.... Sj [EN ROUTE TO THE STATE PRISON, WAGNER 

: A 

ee, SSE veaey [LOTT ESTEE Sa te 
AS DISAGREED! THAT MEANS : 


YOUR SENTENCE WILL BE [ip eae | (eae 
R LIFE IMPRISONMENT! 2 Be Dean? er, Sener oT 





























EN YEARS IN THE MISSISSIPPI! STATE 
PRISON...THE FIRST EIGHT BACKBREAKING 
ARS HE SPENT PICKING COTTON... | 


INNIE WAGNER SPENT THE NEXT ae | 

















vuenl!..ONE OF 
THE PRISONERS 18 


AFTER EIGHT YEARS 
IN THE FIELOS KINNI& 
WAS MADE A‘TRUSTY, 
WAS GIVEN A GUN 
AND ASSIGNED TO 
GUARD OTHER 
PRISONERS IN A 
ROAD GANG.....ON 
OCTOBER 27, 1940 
. A PRISONER ESCAPED 
AND KINNIE WAS SENT 
OUT TO FOR 
PUMecce 


Y, 


STAKE A LOOK IN... JAN 0. 
KINNIE, DON'T BE....../ 


WHAATLE. RIGHT!... 
C'MON, WAGNER... 





SHUT UP!...\ BEEN WAITING & 

4ONG TIME FOR THIS! DROP 

BY THAT GUN 'N START WALK 
= \N@ TOWARD SOUR S 








SOME FORTY MILES LATER 





AND MAKE IT 
Fast” 











Shy GOODBYE TO THE WARDEN 
ME, Ay HAW, HaAW./ 





LEARNEC 
WAGNER t 
IN MISSIS: 
OCTOBER 

IME HE 
SEEN TR, 
ON FOOT 
WES 


nom) 


* 
ra 


H \ 


| 
\ 
Ww 


4 
= 








HE'S OVER THERE ALL RIGHT’ J 











IT WAS 
LEARNEO THAT 
WAGNER HAD REMAINED 
IN MISSISSIPP! UNTIL 
OCTOBER, 1941 AT WHICH 
IME HE HAD BEEN 
BEEN TRAVELLING 
ON FOOT TOWARD 
FSOUTHWEST VIRGINIA... 














EAR ANNIE WAGNER'S BEEN THROUGH | |MaANY TIPS WERE RECEIVED AND RUN 


TING A HERE YESTERDAY / r DOWN....BUT EACH TIME. WAGNER MANAGED 
/. DROP YEP! SEEN " TO MAKE GOOD HIS ESCAPE..-- 

“rT WALK HiM MYSELF / JR 
URC 





THIS STOVE 1S LOOKS LIKE HE LEFT IN 
S7/LL WARM! ) & HURRY! ALF OF 
Y AIS MEAL IS STILL ef 








rid 
Prt t+ 


‘gi 














KEEP ON YOUR TOES /......WE HAVE DEFINITE 
EVIDENCE THAT AIWAVE WAGNER 
IS NOW IN SCOTT’ COUNT Y..... 
AND ONCE WE FIND HIM 
We cLose IN.“ 














IT WAS JUST PAST MIDNIGHT ON APRIL I6, 1043, THAT ALERT EYES SPOTTED 
A SPEEDING CAR ON U.S. HIGHWAY 25 1N THE MOCCASIN CAP SECTION OF 


SCOTT COUNTY, VIRGINIA .... 





4%: C THATS HIM/ THAT'S 
: AINNIE WAGNER / 





ONE OF OUR AADLIGHTS |\S THE LIGHTS OF THE CAR PLAYED AVERY IM=— 
Our! PORTANT PART INTHE DARING CHASE WHICH FO 
ag THAT ONES ME AW | | £0..... 48 THEY TRAILED WAGNER, ONLY ONE HE 
i JOEA £.. AASTEN...- LIGHT WAS BURNING... - 


THAT CARS FOLLOWIN’ US! 
\'LL TRY TO LOSE 'EM IN 


OUT OVER THE FAMOUS DANIEL BOONE TRAIL THE 
MEN TURNED OFF THE SINGLE BRIGHT LIGHT AND 
THEN SWITCHED TO TWO DIMS-.-- } 





& THAT'S ANOTHIER 
CAR! 





THAT OTHER CAR'S LET 'EM WE 400K OU TE THEN RE CUTTIN' 
GONNA A4SS f SHOOK THE y IN FRONT OF 
/ POLICE CAR/ mr us 


COME OUT OF THAT CAR WITH 
YOUR HANDS 
uPp/ 





1 GIVE UP 


P = COME OUT WITH YOUR' HANDS A...ALL RIGHT/..D...DON'T 
UP. 


Gigante 
& SMOKI 





j! 


MY ere 


add — 


ee 


——> 


to 


AHKH...YOU GUYS ARE SOFT /...)F | HAD 
MY GUN ON ANY MAAN, | WOULD SHOOT” 
+M DEAD NHETHER. HE HAD HIS 


YER... YOU Wi 


0 GUN BELTS 

0 HOLSTERS 

E OLD CANVAS RIFLE BAG 
PAIR OF BINOCULARS / 


wnern Ten ana 
herv “2 


Prated ingong 
etory.... SO WE WRITE FINIS TO THIS BLOODY CAREER 
OF VIOLENCE AND CRIME eeeoe 














ORS CAUGHT THE NOTORIOUS 


CRIMINAL BROTHERS, ROY, RAY, AND HUGH 


HORTON... A TRUE STORY OF THE INSIDE 
OPERATIONS OF THE MEN WHO PROTECT 

ONE DAY IN OCTOBER, 
THREE MASKED BANDITS STOPPED TRAIN 
NUMBER |I3 AS IT ROARED OUT OF 
SISKIYOU TUNNEL 











UNABLE TO SCARE THE CLERK TO OPEN 
THE DOOR OF THE MAIL CAR THEY SETA 
CHARGE OF DYNAMITE AND LIGHTED THE 


LET'S MA 
FOR THE 
S/ISKIYVYOUSS, 


WE USED 700 MUCH 
DYNAMITE / CAN'T 
GET INTO THE 


EN IN FEE 

DUR YEAR 

E THE F 
BREA 

BPEC TOR f 
RO REC! 
ABLEGR 

AT A. MAXI 
BRING THE 
Pane TION OF 
Pa TON WA 
mVING iN 
TED STa 

4 RMY IN “Tt 
‘ ILLIPINES 





— 


At 





AT WAS & BUM JoB/ NOW 
WE'LL HAVE THE G- 


BOYS AFTER 
us/ 


MEANWHILE, POSTOFFICE IN@= 
SPECTORS WERE ON THE SCENE 
IN LESS THAN AN HOUR 














LOOKS TO ME LIKE A 





WE WE GOT PICTURES |} YEH” RAY AND ROY ARE 
\ aor 'EM 2.0 


& 
R 


ae 


TWINS , 2| YEARS OLD, AND 
-HUGH, THE YOUNGEST; IS 19 
LU GET SOME CIRCULARS OUT 
RIGHT Away 4 


FOR ALMOST FOUR YEARS} 
WANTED” CIRCULARS, CON} 
TAINING THE PHOTO= 
GRAPHS OF THE THREE 
BROTHERS, WERE BROAD-| 
CAST THROUGHOUT THE 
UNITED STATES AND 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES... 
MORE THAN TWO ANDO 
A HALF MILLION CiIR= 
CULARS ANB REW 
TOTALLING $ 15,900 
WERE OFFERED FOR 
THEIR CAPTURE, DEAD 

















EN IN FEBRUARY, 
WR YEARS LATER 
E THE FIRST 
BREAK WHEN 
BPECTOR RIDDI-— 
RO RECEIVED 
MBLEGRAM 
AT AMAN ANS = 
RING THE DES- 
PTION OF HUGH 
IRTON WAS 
IRVING IN THE 
TED STATES 
mRMY IN THE 
‘ ILLIPINES 








SERGEANT’... HERE! SEND THIS 
TELEGRAM TELLING 'EM TO HOLD 
N' PACK MY 








Y..~ YES SIR, 


ee 





























RECEIPT OF RIDDIFORD'S TELEGRAM A BUT | TELL YOU | DON’T 
SERGEANT OF AN INFANTRY COMPANY , ANOW \WrRERE RAY 
STRIPPED HORTON OF HIS ARMS AND AND ROY ARE / 
SENT HIM TO TRE GUARDHOUSE.-... THE. ISTEN, 
ENDLESS SEARCH FOR HUGH HORTON GOING 
HAD PAID OFF.....- m WeENE 


BUT THIS 
ROCK W 






























FOUR YeEaRS/ vou caw/r 
ESCAPE THE G-MEN/ 

































EANWHILE RAY AND ROY HORTON HAD GONE TO HANGING ROCK, CHIO,A PLACEBROm Ha) 
W 


boa Sy NUMBER OF MOONSHINERS LIVED AND FIGURED THEY WOULDN'T BE Qu ITS WEN 
TIONED. wees f ——__— 








WF must BE NEW 
WHO ARE THOSE }\, 





THIS WILLBE AGOOD |} YEP,GOOD we 
PLACE TO HIDE ALL LOOK JUST * 
Out.’ AS HARD AS I 















PEOPLE IN 
TOWN.’ 





WY] 


\ on 







on 
i, ‘\ 
A Ss 

~ . 

SSS. 


Bee B gs oes 2 













_einay OF BEING TAKEN FOR STRANGERS, THE UNSCRUPULOUS BANDITS 
ECIDED TO INSTALL THEMSELVES AS HONEST RESIDENTS....S5O IN HANG 
ROCK RAY MARRIED A LOCAL GIRL...-.. 


















Dp son 
iO "SMA 
RIMINALS 
AT BY "L 
EMSELM 
EUBEN\ 
m0 THEY 
mPCAPE 
CLE SAY 


ye We 
: hi “ 










BUT THIS WAS MERE SUBTERFUGE .... THE TWINS PLANNED TO LEAVE HANGING 








ROCK WITHIN TWO MONTHS, LEAVING THE GIRL COLD.....- 





ISTEN KID, THIS PLACE iS 
GOING 70 BE HOT SOON; 
WE'VE Sor TO BEAT ; 





YEAH, WERE WORTH 
16,000 BUCKS, DEAD 
oR Ave / 
































A PLAC 
E QU 


20D WE 
SK JUST 
20 AS 


DO u 


ROM HANGING ROCK THE TWO BAN- 
ITS WENT TO STEUBENVILLE OHI0.... 


IN ORDER TO AVOID DETECTION RAY KEPT 
HIS HAIR AND EYEBROWS LIGHT BY USING 
PEROXIDE AND SHAVED DEEP INTO His 
SKIN EACH DAY TO PREVENT HIS WHISKERS 
FROM SHOWING A DIFFERENT COLOR 
FROM HIS PHONY COLORED HAIR 








COULD YOU TELL ME | 








ONLY MEL! THE 
FROM ANYBODY DICKS WOULDN'T 


ELSE, ROY 7 


mat 





RECOGNIZE 
you / mw 












































YA, GOT ANY MONEY 


LEFT RAY ® 

RIMINALS THOUG 

AT BY "LOSING' 
EMSELVES IN 
EUBENVILLE, 

mnlO THEY WOULD 
MPCAPE. FROM 
CLE SAM... 
i 


‘eM 


NOT MUCH....WEILL HAVE TO GET A 
JOB OR WE. WON'T EATS 








AY AND ROY OBTAINED JOSS INSTEUBEN- | |QPHEY WERE GETTING Away f=. 9° & 
VILLE, OHIO, STEEL MILL...... AMONG HONEST 


WITH IT AND DRAWING DOwNpyEN'T S 
EMPLOYEES NO ONE WOULD KNOW OF THEIR | | THEIR WEEKLY WAGES 

PAST, AND PERHAPS THEY COULD PLAN T in ri 

ANOTHER MAIL ROBBERY my 




















ee LONG ARM OF UNCLE SAM'S INSPECTION SERVICE WAS STI 
EACHING OUT FOR THESE MURDERING HORTON SROTHERS... 








I THINK WE'LL HAVE THESE BOYS IN YES, THE DESCRIPTION 
CUSTODY TOMORROW! THEY'RE q 


FITS THEM 


WORKING IN STEUBENVILLE // PERFECTLY! ; 























TIME THE U.S. 
POSTOFFICE 
INSPECTORS 
SPED TO 
STEUBENVILLE, 
OHIO, AFTER 
THEIR PREY... 


pe 
F I 














LL, SO FAR THEY } SURE, WE'RE 
VEN'T GOT ON “JUST A COUPLE 
OF GUYS DOIN’ 
HONEST WORK.... 
, LET'S GO HOME’ 


PNVAY 



































COME ON BOYS, ny ) 
PARTY'S ee) 


NR 











ONE OF THE GREATEST MAN 
RUNTS IN ‘THE HISTORY OF 
THE POSTAL SERVICE THUS 
ENDED...-THE THREE HORTON 
BROTHERS WERE TAKEN TO 
OREGON, WERE TRIED AND 
CONVICTED AND ARE NOW 
SERVING LIFE SENTENCES 
IN THE STATE PENITENTIARY 
AT SALEM, OREGON --.-THE 
POSTOFFICE INSPECTION 
SERVICE NEVER QUITS 
UNTIL IT GETS (ITS MAN..... 

















FAMOUS RIVER 


S$ Bl BING DALGRE 


NEWSPAPER REPOR 

“BREAKS” ONE OF THE MOST BAFFLI 
CRIMES OF HIS DISTINGUISHED CAR 
ANOTHER THRILLING NEWSPAPER ADVEN 

STORY “ve PICTURES 4° THORNTON *FISaiisg 


COULD SUICIDES, 
No. 








DROWNINGS IN THE RIVER. THAT 
MONTH— MARINE POLICE LAUNCHES 
HAD DRAGGED FouUR BODIES FROM 


THE WATER— NONE HAD IDENTIFYING 
MARKS OR PAPERS— 








GOSS, THERE'S AW; THATS THE Oy) 

SOMETHING QUEER} / WAY THEY RUN Se 

ABOUT ALL THESE }/ SOMETIMES BING@= | POO JUNE 21,1941, JOHNNY EATON, THE 5 

NEWS REPORTER OF THE TIMES—NEWS 

LAST YEARS y PHONED HIS FRIEND, THE BRILLIANT BING 

DALGREN, TO JOIN Him AT RaR- 702 

ANGTHBR VICTIM HAD BEEN ROUND FLOAT! 
AGAIN THE POLICR) WERE WITHOUT IDENT) 


An OT PR A bn 
= 
> Lf LETS TAKE 








& LOOK aT 

THS CRAFT OveR- 

BY THE COCK, 
SkiPpPER- 


Wy), rate, . | 





DALGREN THEN HELD‘SA CONFERENCE 
WITH HIS MANAGING EDTTOR,JOHN FERLEY. 











CRPRS sy 


. 
aT 12 O'CLOCK MIDNIGHT BING OALGREN 

ONLY A SKIPPER AS COMPANION, CRYISED 
“or ANO DOWN THE RIVER CAUTIOUSLY Semin 
——— ee in MOTOR BOATS, LAUNCHERS AND VACHTS ANd 

y — In THE RIVER OR TIED UP AT COCKS — 








AJ 
m 
| 





THESE DROWNINGS ARE 
NOT ACCIDENTS — | BELIEVE 
THEY ARE COLD-BLOODED 
KILLINGS~ PEOPLE ARE Nor 
COMMITING SUICIDE JUMPING 
FROM PIERS AND BRIDGES 
THIS FAST— Yer THERE ARE 


NO SIGNS oF VIOLENCE 
ON THEM— 


(s 


y ips 
{eit ZG 


_— 


























AT 4 A.M. DALGREN GAVE UP THE 
SEARCH AND RETURNED TO HIS 

APARTMENT TO SNATCH SOME SLEEP! 
HE TOSSED UNEASILY AS HIS SHARP 


MIND TRIED TO UNTANGLE THE 
PROBLEM ———— 















EPOR 
BAFFLI 
CAR 
VEN 
i Sh 
\c\ 
‘ 
sT OF THE BOATS WERE DARK— SOUNDS 
SUBDUED HILARITY ISSUED FROM A FEW- 
» 
DDIE, DO YOU KNOW NO, MR: DALGREN- 
YTHING ABOUT THESE EVERY THING'S 
VER DRO NGS 2 BEEN QuieT— 
ee OH, BY THE WAY, 
BIG SAM was LET 
Our OF THE “PEN‘ 
7) 
, THE S 
>— NEWS 
sr BING 
OR 





) FLOATIMIEG MADE A HURRIED VISIT TO HIS OLD FRIEND 
T 1OENTIFEED “ STOOGE “—AND EX-CONVICT; “HARD EDDIE — 
IE, ALWAYS CLOSE TO THE ACTIVITES OF THE 
RWORLD, USUALLY KNEW THE ANSWERS —— 
TIME, HOWEVER, EDDIE WAS UNINFORMED— | [FiA- INFORMATION WAS USELESS 
PT THAT HE CASUALLY MENTIONED THAT A || FoR BIG SAM Was NOTA 
GANG LEADER. HAD JUST BEEN RELEASED 


A TEN-YEAR. PRISON STRETCH 






JOHNNY THERE ARE NO 
KNIFE OR BULLET MARKS ON 





RIVER PIRATE AND DIDNT CARE 





FOR WATER. EVEN IN A BATH 













































r TUB—BESIDES, SAM Hap EASIER. 
ABOUT BB BING, WEVE Gor ‘ 
KING MPTHE NUMBER. OF YES, BUT WHO MEANS OF DISPOSING OF HIS 
SHIPS’ FB EVERY LICENSED ARE YOU? EREMIES ——ON JUNE 25, 174, 
ISTERS J BOAT ON THE a — JOHNNY BEATON, THE SHIP NEWS 
= RIVER- DO YOU YLL MEET YOu,|| REPORTER AGAIN PHONED BING 
THINK WERE YES, ANOTHER. RIVER VICTIM = | 
DUM 2 — ee 
/ MY NAME 1S HARRY 
aa od — = REFFLEY, MR. DALGREN- 
— > 5 at MAYBE | CAN’ GIVE YOU 
{ \ " fit SOME INFORMANON— WiLL 
YOU: MEET ME IN THE 
eel ~, i, - CELESNAL ROOM AT THE 
y amin HOTEL HOYT TOMORROW | 
las AT 1 O'CLOCK For LUNCHS 
one FAMo.s = = a : oes. 
ocKs er Sa cen THAT NIGHT WHILE PONDERING OVER THIS BAFFLING 
THE CHIEF ————_ | | MYSTERY GINGS FHONE RANG-IT WAS A STRANGE MALE VOICE 























4 






























$0 THE INSIDE INFORMATION comM= O 
g 1 HAVE IS THAT RIVER. GOOD OLD BING-LerT'’s 
# PIRATES ARE AT WoRK- BING PALGREN- ees a 






HAPPY DAYS, 


§ SAY INCIDENTALLY, MR. DALGREN 
BiG Boy— 


ij rarer hed MINE IS GIVING 
{ ACHTING PARTY TOMORROW 
aq NIGHT- WILL you a 

MY GUL STS U COME AS 







HANDSO 





oo “a YT 
THE NEXT DAY DALGREN MET HIS PHONE 
CALLER. AND THEY HAD LUNCH IN THE 
CELESTIAL ROOM OF THE HOTEL HOYT— 









IT WAS QUITE A GALA AFFair—-winB 
WOMEN AND SONG CONTRIBUTED To 7 
ENTERTAINMENT— THE NOTED RERORK 
WAS HAVING A GOOD TIME for HiNsE 






































a WHy, SURELY PATSY— 


YOU DONT KNOW ANY 
OF THESE PEOPLE DO 
MR. DALGREN? YOU'RE A 
GREAT NEWSPAPERMAN- | 
ONLY A—A LOT OF FUN— 
YOURE TOO FINE TO BE 
HERE—SHALL We SEE 
EACH CTHER. AGAIN ? 

You SET THE DATE- 










> 


3 SM 






TOWARD MIDNIGHT HE FOUND HIMSELF DANCING ON THE AFT DBCK WITH ONE 
THE WOMEN GUESTS—HER NAME WAS FATSY RING —SHE ASKED HIM IF HE KNEW 
ONE ABOARD-HE TOLD HER HE ONLY KNEW THE MAN WHO INVITED HIM—— 




















WHY, EVERY MAN ON THAT CHIEF, IM GOING 
YACHT WAS A CROOK, TO SOLVE THIS FOR CAME Tt 
MR. DALGREN— ESPECIALLY YOU— 1 MAY CALL ON 
REFFLEY—! WONDER WHY YOU FOR HELP LATER- 


THEY INVITED YOU - Do BE 


a < 
- > 

















ROWDY 
AIR. IN 


‘| leds 
Before HE LEFT THE YACHT THAT NIGHT 
HE DATED PATSY For LUG THREE Days LATER, [AGAIN BING CALLED ON THE CHIEF OF DeTE 























THE FINGER- 
SPRINTS OF THE 
VICTIMS INDICATE 
THEY HAD Pouce RECORDS 
THEY 
Te 


: = RiveR— * 





— “ 


BUSY WEEK PASSED-—— 
GREN\ SLEPT LITTLE AND 
DRKED BATE ON THE CASE 
SEEMINGLY HAD NO WEAK 
K IN IT 


CRIMINALS MMMM 


at ) 
re oe 
THE FOLLOWING TUESDAY HE RECEIVED A 


™,y’ INVITATION TO A SATURDAY NIGHT PARTY TO B& 
GIVEN ON BOARD JASON ROYAL'S LUXURIOUS YACHT 
ANCHORED IN MID-RIVER-— “PLEASE WEAR A YacHT- 
ING UNIFORM*— A DINGHY WOULD PICK HIM UP AT 
PIER 804. AT 10 RM.— HE DIDNT HAVE TO REPLY— 


UM-AN INVITATION FROM 
OLD JASON ROYAL THE 
HEAVY-SUGAR INOUSTRIALISTS 
1M BECOMING YACHT, 


— 
ORD 











BUT WE JUST PASSED JASON 
ROYAL'S BOAT— 








REN DELIBERATELY ARRIVED AT PIERTD 
p4- A HALF HOUR LATE AND STEPPED 
OD THE SMALL BOAT THAT WAS TO Convey 
TO JASON ROYALS YACHT— TWO MEN 
BRATED THE LITTLE CRAFT——— THEY 
SHED OFF—— 





BING DALGREN- PiP= 
MY TIMBERS—AND ALL 


1¥ Ste Ray 
ASCENDING THE SHIPS LADDER AND 
STEPPING ON A DARK DECK HE WAS MET 
BY NONE OTHER THAN BIG SAM, HimsSELF— 
BIG SAM, WHO HAD RECENTLY BEEN 
RELEASED FROM THE PENITENTIARY 
TWO OF SAM'S PALS STOOD NEAR. HimM— 








THIS 1S THE PARTY You 
CAME TO ATTEND— 

AND IT AINT JASON 
ROYAL'S BOAT- 


a 





ee 


-AND NOW wWEe’RE GOIN’ TO PUT 
THE GAG ON YOu, YOU DIRTY 
NEWSPAPER, RAT— 

WERE GOIN’ TO 

BLOW THIS RAFT UP. 

THAT 1S AFTER. 

















ALLRIGHT BOYS 
KEEP EM 


: Fh 


IT WAS NOW EXACTLY 11 BY THE SHIPS CLOCK-| [Tie THREE GANGSTERS A 
AT 11:02 A POLICE MARINE LAUNCH EASED DALGREN WERE THEN REMO 
AGAINST THE YACHT AND FOUR. OFFICERS WITH [ [to THE ROLICE LAUNCH WHIO 
DRAWN GUNS ENTERED THE CABIN AND ORDERED] | pYSHED OFF FOR. SHORE 


EVERYONE. TO STICK ‘EM UP— 
| RECKON THE 
HE DONT ANSWER BOYS HAVE DALGREKX 
TIED UP IN 
YEAH, HE 


1 GUESS MUGGSY N 
TOOK SAM, TON THE CABIN- 
YY WONT write No sa 


AND MIKE OFF IN 
HIS BosT— 


THEN THEY TOSSED A HIGH EXxPLO 
THROUGH A PORT HOLE AND MS 
STEERED OUT OF RANGE ———— 


SHORTLY AFTER THAT TWO MEN IN A SMALL 
BOaT FLOATED SILENTLY TO THE SmR- 
BOARD SIDE OF THE CRAFT— ONE OF 

THEM CALLED QUIETLY FOR. THE GANG 


LEADER — 


A FEW MINUTES LATER THERE WAS A. TERRIFIC, BLINDING FLASH AND 
EAR-SPLITTING ROARL, BLOWIG THE YACHT LITERALLY INTO SPLINTERS — 








ALL RIGHT MAC, UM- BIG REPPLEY, WHO INVITED 


HERE ARE SOME SAM'S YOU, WAS KNOWN AS “HaRRy 
AT (UME BOYS WHO'RE GOING BACK THE HOUND*—THE OTHERS ~ 
y YEARELTIME WITH You- 


AFTERUIE TO STAY A LONG 4 AGAIN= WERE ALL MEMBERS OF 
} 
} 
} 


‘ e 
‘| | [s 
| 


He >» & r fei ‘ 


RESULT WAS THAT BIG SAM AND ALL 
COHORTS WERE SOON CONVICTED AND [a ever, THE JOB WASNT FINISHED — BING SAW 
THEIR Wa’ UP THE RIVER —BUT || orcy RING WHO LIKED HIM ANID REVEALED THE 

IN A YACHT THIS TIME REAL NAMES OF ALL THE MBN ON THE FIRST 
= | BOAT “PARTY” WHERE HEO MET HER—EVERYONE 
S MANAGING EDITOR AND ON -11OF THEM Hac A POLICE RECORD, INCLUDING 
HALF OF THE TIMES-NEWS | AM J | REPPLEY— THEY WERE CONVICTED OF 
LIGHTED TO PRESENT THIS $1000} }| Coucpipacy IN THE PROPOSED CRIME —— 
BCK TO YoU, MISS ne — y 
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TIMES-NEWS REWARDED PATSyY GENEROUSLY AND 
ONE EVER KNEW WHO HAD AIDED JUSTICE iN 
5 UNUSYAL CASE aceiice 


Tee 
- 








REVENGE STOPS AT NOTHING —! Hap 

BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN SENDING BIG SAM 
TO THE “PEN” TEN YEARS BERORE — OBVIOUSLY 

HE HAD DECIDED TO “GET” ME WHEN HE 

GOT OUT—THE VICTIMS FOUND FLOANNG IN 

THE RIVER. WERE FOR. THE PURROSE OF 
BRINGING ME INTO FOLLOWING UP THE STORY 
HE MURDERED HIS OWN GANG MEMBERS BY 
STRANGULANON BERORE TOSSING THEM INTO THE 
WATER.— THE FIRST BoAT MRTY WAS TO GIVE ME 
ASSURANCE THAT THE NEXT SHIP SHINDIG WOULD 
BE EQUALLY HARMLESS — 1 TOOK No CHANCES 
AND REQUESTED THE POLICE TO HAVE A LAUNCH 
STANDING BY AT 11 PM. WHEREVER | was TAKEN— 
THEY DID—CREDIT GOES TO THEM— OTHERWISE I'D 
HAVE. BEEN BLOWN TO ATOMS THAT NIGHT— 

BIG SAm’'S BOAT HAD BEEN STOLEN 


IN THE SOUTH— THATS ABOUT 
ALL THERE |S FELLOWS — 








es a 


__ —SHBUIS USUAL. MODESTY BING 
D SOME PERNNENT facTs— 
SH AND 








TALL NAMES AND CHARACTERS 
APPEARING IN THIS STORY 
ARE FICTITIOUS. ANY SIM- 
ILARITY TO ACTUAL PERSONS, . 
LIVING OR DBAD, IS PURELY 
>I COINCIDENTAL . THE BASIC 
PACTS CE THE STORY ARE TRUE 
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The story of America's cleverest counterfeiter 
JIM THE PENMAN 


and his capture by the U. $. Secret Service 


if you look over the list of men and women who have been convicted of 
counterfeiting U. S. currency, you will find the names of some of the best- 
known criminals of the past 92 years. For that’s how old the U. S. Secret 
Service—which has charge of the supression of counterfeiting and alteration 
of all money, boids, stamps and other obligations of the United States— 
is this year. 

But in all that list, no name stands out more prominently than that of 
Jim the Penman, rated as the cleverest counterfeiter in the history of the 
Secret Service. Although at times he appeared so stupid, and his manner 
was so kindly and honest that he was never suspected as a criminal, he was 
able to elude the best detectives in the country for 17 years. 

Jim the Penman’s real name was Emanuel Ninger. He was a German 
immigrant who owned a truck farm near Westfield, N. J. He was thrifty, 
and saved his money. He was a good husband and a regular attendant at 
church. On the third floor of his home there was a room where he never 
permitted his wife or children to enter. 


IN HIS STUDIO 


He called this room his “studio” and told his family that he was painting 
there. Every now and then he would give his wife or children some sketches 
he said he had drawn in his “studio.” So nobody ever suspected that while 
he was “painting” in the “studio” he was actually making $10, $20, $50 
and $100 bills that had the Secret Service running around in circles for the 
best part of 20 years. 

Instead of the printing methods employed by most counterfeiters of 
paper money, Jim the Penman produced every one of his fake bills in- 
dividually with pen and ink and a camel’s-hair brush. They were so well 


done that after he was caught collectors offered premiums for his handiwork. 


The first counterfeit attributed to Ninger was turned up by the Treasury 
Department in April, 1879. How long he had been operating before that 
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time he would never disclose. His operations ceased when he was arrested 
in 1896. That first bill was discovered to be counterfeit by a clerk in the 
New Orleans office of the Treasury Department. It had first been passed 
in New York City; Ninger never passed any of his “hand-made money” 
anywhere else. It was a $20 bill which the Secret Service admitted was 
about the best counterfeit ever to come to its attention. 



























TWO POINTS IMPORTANT 


Now, there are two points at which counterfeit bills are most easily 
detected: the portrait and the seal. Every piece of paper money carries a 
distinctive portrait of a great American, and regardless of the type of bill, 
all bills of the same denomination bear the same portrait. Washington 
appears on all $1 bills; Jefferson on all $2 bills; Lincoln on $5 notes; 
Hamilton on $10 bills; Jackson on $20 bills; Grant on $50 bills and 
Franklin on all $100 bills. So if you gey a $10 bill with a portrait of Wash- 
ington on it you know at a glance that it is a $1 bill that has been fraudu- 
lently raised to $10. 

On genuine bills, the seal has even, sharp saw-tooth points around the 


rim, but on counterfeit bills the saw-tooth points are usually uneven or 
broken off. 


DRAWING WITHOUT FLAW 


The portraits and the Treasury seals on Ninger’s counterfeits were 
virtually without flaw. Over his long career in crime, he worked alone. He 
worked hard at his farming, but every month he would lock himself in his 
“studio” for five or six days and work industriously over his forgeries. Then 
he would drive a load of produce to New York, sell it and spend the rest of 
the day passing his bogus bills. 

Ninger used a very high grade of bond paper, which he would “age” 
by treating with weak coffee. While it was still damp, he would, with the 
help of a strong light, trace the face and reverse side of a genuine bill in 
pencil. 

When the paper dried, he would draw in the design, seal and portrait 
with pen and waterproof inks, which he made himself. To simulate the 
complicated engraving on the reverse side of the bill, he painted the design 
in with a very fine brush. So well done was the whole job that Ninger 
had little trouble passing the phony money. 












WIDELY DISTRIBUTED 


Once they got into circulation, Ninger’s bills were handed from person 
to person and would turn up in such remote placés as San Francisco, 
Chicago, San Antonio and New Orleans. 

Secret Service men will tell you that no matter how clever a criminal 
thinks he is, sooner or later he’ makes a slip. It was 17 years after his first 
bogus note showed up that Ninger’s slip caught up with him. 

One day he came to New York with five counterfeit $20 bills and a $50 
bill in his pocket. He had sold his produce in Jersey City and had left his 
wagon there. He crossed on the ferry and went uptown to Sixteenth Street 
and Third Avenue, where he bought.a bottle of wine in a liquor store. 

The woman who waited on him had washed her hands just previously, 
and they were not quite dry when she took the bill from Ninger. After 
he had left, she noticed ink smudges on her hand. She examined the bill, 
rubbed it, and blurs showed where she had touched it, 















WOMAN CAUSED HIS CAPTURE 


She called the proprietor of the store, who notified the police. The 
woman clerk was able to give them a good description of Ninger, the first 
the Secret Service had been given in 17 years. The store proprietor aiso 
turned over the bogus bill. 

Ninger, not knowing that he had made his first. slip, made several stops 
on his way back to the ferry, and easily got rid of the other four $20 bills, 
making small purchases and receiving genuine money in change. The $50 
bill was still in his pocket. 

Finally he stopped in at a bar where he frequently camé when he was 
in New York and ordered a glass of beer and a cigar. To the proprietor, 
Lewis N. Duessing, he said: . 

“| wonder if you can do me a favor. | forgot to change this $50 bill 
before the banks closed, and | need some small bills. Would you change 
it for me, please?” e 


DID NOT COUNT MONEY 


Duessing gave Ninger $40 in bills and the rest in silver. Ninger gave 
him the counterfeit $50 bill and took the wad of genuine money and the 
handful of coins and without counting it, swept it into his pocket. Then, 
saying something under ‘his breath about catching the next ferry, he left the 
place. 

Duessing wondered why Ninger hadn’‘t counted his money; most of the 
thrifty farmers who patronized his saloon were very careful about counting 
their change. His suspicions aroused, he took ut the $50 bill and examined 
it. When the ink on the bill smudged his fingers, Duessing realized he 
had been bilked. 

Quickly he despatched a husky bartender to try to stop Ninger at the 
ferry. The bartender ran to one férryhouse but Ninger wasn’t.there. Then 
he ran to the Liberty Street ferryhouse where he saw Ninger in a corner, 
his face turned away. He was doing what he should have done in the 
saloon—counting his money! 

The bartender told Ninger that Duessing thought the bill was counterfeit. 
Ninger appeared shocked and offended. He insisted it had come to him 
from his bank and said he would go back with the bartender and look at it. 


RECEIVED LONG PRISON TERM 


As they emerged from the ferryhouse together, there was a policeman 
standing at the entrance who had been instructed to look for a man 
answering Ninger’s description. He took a couple of steps toward the pair 
when Ninger, alarmed, tried to run. Although both the policeman and 
the bartender grabbed him, Ninger flattened the officer and escaped. The 
bartender brought him down with a neat tackle on the run 

Jim the Penman was arrested for coufferteiting and confronted with 
the liquor-store clerk, Duessing and a number of othet persons whom he had 
victimized that afternoon, he confessed that he had been making bogus 
money for nearly 20 years. He was sentenced to a long term in prison. 

Although there have been many counterfeiters before and since the days 
of Jim the Penman who operated on a larger scale, the records of the Secret 
Service do not disclose any whose illicit product approached the perfection 
of this strange German farmer, who, had he directed his superb artistic talent 


into legitimate channels, could have earned far more than his counterfeiting 
ever brought him. 
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A PICTURE BOOK 
THAT MAKES SCIENCE LESSONS Fun! 
, 


You'd like to know about things like flying, jet propulsion, atomic energy, 
weather, navigation. Things you'll be working with in a few years. But 
you don’t want to wade through a lot of dull text-books . . 

Here—at last—for the first time, is a book that gives you authentic and 
factual science IN PICTURES . . . that are as much fun to read as your 


favorite comic 


You'll find the answers to all your science questions easily, quickly, and with 
the greatest of pleasure, in SCIENCE IS IN THE AIR. Get it at your news- 
stands now—only 25c-—or send in the coupon Don't delay . . . this is 
the 160 page scientific picture book containing more than a thousand pic- 


tures you've been waiting for! It’s the book for you! 


SCIENCE 
is IN THE A TR 


25¢ AT ALL NEWSSTANDS 
PUBLISHED BY STREET & SMITH 


22 East 42nd Street 
ew York 17, New York 


lease send m 
s me a copy of SCIENCE |S 
Ose 25¢. (30c in Canada.) iil iat 





OH BOY! 
Baby Ruth 

Cookies 
taste supe 


Buy 'e 
Bake’ 


Recipe on ev 


If he could, Mr. Snowman would really enjoy the te 
satisfaction that luscious, chewy Baby Ruth candy bri 
It provides cheery, delicious refreshment morning, noon 


night... get a Baby Ruth bar today / 


* 
Good Food - Everyone who eats nutritious, tasty Baby Ruth candy is 


of getting candy rich in dextrose, sugar your body 


directly for energy. And boy, Baby Ruth is really tops in 


CURTISS CANDY COMPANY - Producers of Fine Foods - CHICAGO 13, | 





